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Trade of 
Textile 


In the following table are given the index numbers of trad- 
ing by wholesale textile houses in August, with comparative 
figures for earlier periods, the index numbers relating to (1) sales 
for Home Trade, and (2) the value of stocks at the end of the 
month, based on average monthly sales or stocks in 1937 = 100. 
The figures, which are compiled by the Wholesale Textile 
Association in collaboration with the Bank of England, do not 
include the turnover of all the wholesale textile houses, but 
practically all the important houses in the large centres of 
distribution are normally contributors; owing to war-time 
disturbances the sample has become less representative than it 
used to be. The particulars relate to all classes of textile goods, 
including wearing apparel for men, women and children, as well 
as furnishings, and also some non-textile goods; in computing 
the value of sales or stocks the purchase tax has been omitted. 


In view of the substantial rise in price which has occurred for a 


number of textile goods since the outbreak of war, the figures 
should not be taken as representing the volume of goods sold 
or in stock. 


* * * 


August. Home trade sales in August showed a decline of 
16 per cent. compared with a year earlier, which is rather less 





Period Home Trade Stocks 








Year 
1935 96 90 
1936 99 2 
1937 160 100 
1938 04 94 
1939 195 86 
1940 118 93 
1941 98 83 
1942 104 95 














Normal 
seasonal 
move- 
ment *f 


Normal 
seasonal 
move- 
ment * 


Month 1942 1942 t 





January 55 75 95 
February 80 119 107 
March 119 128 106 
pril 109 105 103 
siMlay 100 99 
une 108 94 
aly 88 101 
August 95 lll 
tember d 102 107 
detober 116 101 
oven ber 2 121 95 
mber 81 81 


a — 


* Based on 1935 to 1938. 





























t End of month. { Revised. 


Wholesale 


Houses 


steep than the falls recorded in July and June, when the restrict- 
ing effect of the reduced ration first became fully apparent. The 
index was actually higher than in July, presumably because 
retailers regained confidence as the release of the new coupons 
drew near, and the drop of 18 per cent. compared with the 
average of the previous twelve months was considerably less than 
the seasonal movement which was normal in peace-time. 

Stocks were again about 20 per cent. higher than a year ago, 
and form a very substantial reserve against the newly-released 
coupons. 

COMPARISONS WITH A YEAR EARLIER FOR DIFFERENT 
CATEGORIES OF GOODS 


Besides the above index-numbers for total trade, the Whole- 
sale Textile Association has also now made available an analysis 
showing the comparison between sales and stocks this year and 
the corresponding figures in 1942, distinguishing the main cate- 
gories of goods. In general these categories follow very closely 
those used in the retail trade statistics, but hardware is omitted 
because the reporting houses do so little trade in this type of 
merchandise, and for some others (e.g., furnishings) the scope of the 
goods covered is narrower than in the corresponding retail cate- 
gory; on the other hand, separate figures are given for gloves 
because of the importance of these in the trade of reporting 
houses. For two of the categories shown—boots and shoes and 
sports and travel goods—the figures may not be representative 
of the total trade of the country, as only a small part of this is 
done by the reporting houses. 

The figures for August and January to August are given 
below.. The sales cover export as well as home trade, but the 
former is relatively small. 


PERCENTAGES OF THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES FoR 1942 





! 

Sales 
—|—————__] Stocks at 
January end of 
to August | August 
109-5 
115-5 
127-0 
38-3 


Class of Merchandise August 


Household piece-goods... 
Dress materials ... ay ai 
Women’s and children’s wear... 
Gloves nie as 

Men’s and boys’ wear ... 

Boots and Shoes 

Furnishings és 

Fancy departments 

Sports and travel 
Miscellaneous 


83-0 
80-2 
87-9 
66-2 9: 
86-4 Be 145-7 
147-4 . 5-2 
74:2 56 

65-3 102°8 

61-7 96-9 

78:1 92-9 


84-9 








Total 120-7 
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Announcements 


Nore : Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 


or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. 
Reconditioned Rubber Boots 


A special scheme for essential war-workers has been initiated 
by the Reconditioned Rubber Boots Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 
1943 No. 1295, price 1d.) which came into operation on Ist 
October. The principle has already been made familiar to the 
public by the arrangement for re-treading mogtor-tyres. It will 
save time, rubber, transport, labour and expense. 

If an essential worker hands his retailer a pair of boots fit for 
reconditioning, together with a permit, which he can obtain 
from his usual authority (Factory Inspector, County War 
Agricultural Executive Committee, etc.), he will receive in a day 
or two, a pair of boots specially disinfected, cleaned and re- 
conditioned. 

These boots carry the special mark, XRB. No coupons are 
required, and the maximum retail price is 18s. 8d. as against new 
boots which cost about 29s. He may expect to get 75 per cent. 
of the wear of new boots. 

The scheme concerns knee-length industrial rubber boots of 
British or Canadian make of sizes 6 to 11 inclusive. 

To save transport ali the reconditioning for the same zone 
will be done by a single firm. 

Reconditioning permits should be used as soon as possible 
after issue, to keep an even flow of work to the reconditioning 
firms and to avoid bottle-necks during the worst part of the 
winter. 

Ordinary repairs to one’s own boots remain as before open to 
everyone, and in many cases will cost even less than recondi- 
tioning. 

Free particulars are given in a pamphlet RRB/1, obtainable 
from permit issuing authorities and trade associations. 


Consumer Rationing Order 


NON-WOOLLEN HAND KNITTING YARNS 

The Board of Trade wish to draw attention to the fact that as 
from Ist October no non-woollen * hand knitting yarn may be 
supplied coupon-free, whether or not it is described as “ dish- 
cloth yarns” or as any other special type of yarn, unless it is 
sold at a price not exceeding 1s. 34d. per Ib. in the case of a sale 
by the manufacturer of the yarn, or not exceeding 4d. per oz. 
in the case of a sale by a trader other than the manufacturer. 

As from Ist December next the maximum price at which 
coupon-free sales may be made by traders other than manu- 
facturers will be reduced to 1?d. per oz., but the maximum price 
for coupon-free sales by manufacturers will remain at Is. 34d. 
per lb. 

The above regulations are laid down in a General Licence 
(S. R. & O. 1943 No. 1161) issued under the Consumer Rationing 
(Consolidation) Order 1943 (see Board of Trade Journal, 
2ist August 1943, pages 309 and 310). 


General Footwear (Maximum Prices) 
(No. 2) Order 


The Board of Trade, in consultation with the Central Price 
Regulation Committee, have made the General Footwear 
(Maximum Prices) (No. 2) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 1281, 
price 1d.) which came into operation on 27th September 1943, 
amending the General Footwear (Maximum Prices) Order, 1943 
(see Board of Trade Journal, 8th May 1943, page 176). 

The new Order exempts clogs from the operation of the 
standstill on manufacturers’ prices imposed by the original 
Order. It should be noted, however, that this exemption applies 
only to clogs as defined in the Order and does not extend to 
wooden-soled footwear in general. 

The amending Order also makes some revisions in a number of 
the Related Price Lists and modifies the existing carriage and 
discount terms. 

Under the Order increased prices for footwear manufactured 
or marketed by the under-mentioned Companies and distributed 
after 27th September 1943, will operate. All rubber footwear 
sent out after that date will bear the mark ‘SRO 1281” to 
distinguish it from other similar goods in the hands of whole- 
salers and retailers, and the new prices will apply only to goods 
so marked. The prices set out in the existing Related Price 
Lists issued under the original Order will continue to apply to 
unmarked stocks and new Related Price Lists will cover the 
new supplies. 

f The manufacturers concerned are : British Bata Shoe Company 
Limited, East Tilbury; Dunlop Rubber Company Limited, 





* For the purpose of the Consumer Ratjoning (Consolidation) 
Order, 1943, this means yarn containing not more than 15 per cent. 
by weight of wool. 


New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


Walton ; North British Rubber Company Limited, Edinburgh ; 
Pirelli Limited, Burton-on-Trent; C. W. Radall & Company 
Limited, Leighton Buzzard; and Waverley Rubber Company 
Limited, Edinburgh. 


Electrical Transformers 


The Board of Trade have published the Electrical Trans- 
formers Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 1353, price 1d.), which, 
as from 30th September 1943, prohibits the manufacture, except 
under licence, of a prescribed range of electrical transformers 
otherwise than in accordance with certain provisions designed 
mainly to ensure the use of lower quality electrical sheet steel, 
reduce the number of sizes of transformers in the prescribed 
range, and eliminate certain non-essential features. This Order 
does not interfere with contracts made before 30th September 
1943. 


Control of Bolts, Nuts, Screws, 
Screw Studs, Washers and Rivets 


The Minister of Supply has made the Bolts, Nuts, Screws, 
Screw Studs, Washers and Rivets (No. 3) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 
1943 No. 1301, price 1d.), which comes into force on 3rd October 
1943. The Order varies the No. 1 Order, as amended by the 
No. 2 Order (see Board of Trade Journal, 30th January 19438, 
and 10th July 1943 (pages 39 and 258 respectively), by reducing 
the maximum prices for aircraft bolts, nuts and screws; _pre- 
scribing maximum prices for sales of aircraft rivets by all classes 
of sellers; and by extending the price schedules for certain 
other types of bolts, nuts, set screws and studs, which at present 
apply only to sale by makers to cover sales by other classes of 
sellers. The basis of maximum prices of black bolts and nuts 
other than carriage bolts and nuts is changed from prices for 
the gross or hundredweight to prices for lots of one hundred, 
and a new weight conversion table is added to cover the calcula- 
tions of the weight of black bolts and nuts sold in lots of one 
hundred. 


Maximum Prices for Enamelled 
Hollow-ware 


The final sentence of the Announcement under this heading in 
Board of Trade Journal, 25th September 1943 (page 370), should 
read : 

“but traders who acquire enamelware for these purposes may 
not divert it to the home market without specific authority to 
do so.” 


Trading with the Enemy 
CONSOLIDATED LIST 


The Board of Trade announce that, for the convenience of 
traders and others, the list of specified persons, which is at 
present embodied in six Orders, is being published in a new 
consolidating Order, the Trading with the Enemy (Specified 
Persons) (Amendment) (No. 13) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1948 
No. 1290, price 4s.). Persons owing moneys to. or holding or 
managing the property of, specified persons ere »2minded that 
they are under statutory obligation to report paiiiculars to the 
Custodians of Enemy Property. 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 

With reference to the notice in Board of Trade Journal, 
25th September 1943, page 355, “‘Transportador, Portugal, 
202 tons, A. Transportadora Ltda, has been deleted from Statu- 
tory List A. 

The following vessels have been renamed : “ Maria Bonmatti,’ 
Spain, 54 tons, Jullo Gonsalez Martin, Las Palmas, is now 
known as “‘ Maria del Pilar G” and “ Delfin,’ Spain, 98 tons, 
Jullo Gonsalez Martin, Las Palmas, has been changed to “ San 
Rafael Archangel.” The list now reads as under :— 


VESSELS AGAINST WHICH DISORIMINATION IS BEING EXERCISED 
BY THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC WARFARE 


(a) Shipowners on the Statutory List 


Shippers, banks and other financial and commercial concerts 
are hereby notified that the following vessels belong to owner 
who are included in the Statutory List, and that it is an offence 
against the Trading with the Enemy Act for any shipper # 
make use of such vessels, Shipments by such vessels in addition 
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to being liable to seizure render the shippers or those connected 
with the consignment liable to prosecution. 

















Vessel Flag Tons Owners or Charterers 
Galatasaray ... one Turkey 724 Sadikoglu, Aslan, Kaptan 
Jose Trujillo... pam Spain 338 Cia Comercial! Maritima de Trans- 
portes 8.A. 
San Isidro Labrador Ditto 235 Ditto 
San Juan II ove Ditto 562 Ditto 
Adeje... oon ose Ditto 253 Ditto 
Isora ... Sos <ee Ditto 316 Ditto 
Sebastian... Ditto 8,024 Ditto 
Rigel (ex Tercio 
Montejurra) Ditto 549 Ditto 
Maria Amalia Ditto 744 Ditto 
San Eduardo Ditto 300 Ditto 
Ellen (ex Nera 
Ametza) ... és Ditto 359 Ditto 
Maribel o0e mE Ditto 898 Ditto 
Salvador... ae Ditto 130 Ditto 
Alcora see eee Ditto 216 Ditto 
Linette me ose Ditto 898 Ditto 
Bachi... eee eee Ditto 3,077 Cia Naviera Bachi (Hijos de 
Astigarraga) (Controlled by 
Cia Comercial Maritima de 
Transportes 8.A.) 
Kauldi see ons Ditto 8,157 Ditto 
Manocha.... ove Ditto 3,119 Ditto 
Tom ... mlb ene Ditto 8,056 Ditto 
Aln ooo ove —" 2 | A. M. Delfino y Cla 
San Martin .. itto 220 Ditto 
Comodoro Bivadavia. Ditto 4,482 | Argentina Neuva Cla General de 
Navegacion 
Rio Blanco 
see Madryn) see Ditto 1,827 Ditto 
soo one Ditto 105 ey Empresa de Remolca- 
ores 
Ciclope <os ose Ditto 178 Ditto 
Coloso ose one Ditto 247 Ditto 
Gigante Sos ee Ditto 236 Ditto 
Gollat wos abe Ditto 237 Ditto 
Hercules ove de Ditto 178 Ditto 
Samson a se Ditto 237 Ditto 
Titan ooo oe Ditto 188 Ditto 
Vicente ea mat Spain 534 | Cla Naviera Levantina Ltda. 
Industrial ... ae Ditto 813 | Soc. Anon Cristobal Colon of 
Madrid 
Marina eos one Ditto 172 Ditto 
Suevia eee <oe Ditto 353 Ditto 
San Rafael Archangel Ditto 98 | Julio Gonsalezs Martin, Las 
Palmas 
Maria del Pilar G. ... Ditto 54 | Ditto 
Presidente Mitre ... |Argentina 872 Cia Argentina Comercial e In- 
dustrial de Pesqueria 
Presidente Roca... Ditto 412 Ditto 
Fermina wate ane Spain 80 Manuel Rodriguez 
Carvalho ope Portugal 27 Henrique Da Silva Pinto Ferro 
Sidi Ifni eee obo Spain 732 8. A. MHispana-Africana de 
Reconocimentos Atlanticos 
Herlinda... vo Panama 452 Gulf Shipping Co. 
Maria 8° coe ee Portugal 56 Pedro Joao de Sousa 
Maria 5° i... de Ditto 56 Ditto 
Guadiana 4° ond Ditto 13 Ditto 
Maria Menuela ae Ditto 10 Ditto 
Blanca de C.. oe Spalu 286 Ramon Carranza 
Ramon de Carranza Ditto 224 Ditto 
Reina Victoria F Ditto 162 Ditto 
Paco Nino ... exe Ditto 30 Ditto 
San Vicente .. one Ditto 40 itto 
Paco . Ditto 300 Almadabra Marroqui 
Negro. (trawler) (ex. 
Purification Costas 
Maravilla) oe Ditto 109 | Viuda de Botello (Senora Gally 
Blanco (trawler) (ex 
Manuel Gestoso : 
Chicha) ... ane Ditto 109 Ditto 
Antonio Chicha 
(trawler) . Ditto 112 Manuel Gestoso Costas. 
Jose Chicha (trawler) Ditto ? J 
Sevim eon oe Turkey 1,164 Abdi Vehbi Dural 
Atlantides ... éos Sweden 9,650 | Reder! A/B Atlantides 
Solvik oo see Ditto 649 Ditto 
Miguel Caldenty ese Spain 74 | Juan Mora a Bou 
San Cayetano Me Argentina 400 **Cardimex’’ Comp. Argentine 
de Importacion y Exportacion, 
S.A. 





Insurance of Motor Goods Vehicles 


The Ministry of War Transport announces that in June 1943, 
insurers of motor goods vehicles agreed to continue and extend, 
without any general increase in rates, existing policies for motor 
goods vehicles whilst used within a group scheme although the 
Emergency Powers (Road Vehicles and Drivers) Order, 1939, 
removed certain restrictions on ‘‘ A,” “ B,” and “CC” licences 
under the Road and Rai! Traffic Act, 1933. 

The same concession has been agreed to in respect of vehicles 
used for other purposes on a certificate by an officer of the 
Ministry of War Transport that such use is necessary (1) to 
deal with an emergency or (2) because there were no other 
vehicles available which were licensed and insured for haulage 
for reward. These certificates are issued by District Transport 
Officers and are not issued for : 

(1) Normal work for the Road Haulage Organisation of the 
Ministry ; (2) Civil Defence Work and (3) Use which could be 
put on a non-emergency footing. 

The insurers have now agreed that these arrangements shall 
be in force until 31st December 1943. 


Fuel and Power Appointment 


The Minister of Fuel and Power has appointed Mr. J. Innes, 
C.B. to a newly created post of Director of Opencast Coal. 

Mr, Innes has up to the present been employed as Director of 
Services at the Ministry, and in this capacity has dealt with the 
supply and distribution of solid fuel. 
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In continuation of the list given in Board of Trade Journal 
25th September 1943 (page 355), the following Orders, made by 
the Ministry of Food, have been published as 8. R. & O. 1943 :— 

No. 1304. The Food Control Committees (Constitution) Order, 
1943, dated 8th September 1943 (price 2d.). 

No. 1314. The Imported Frozen Eggs (Maximum Prices) 
Order, 1943, dated 10th September 1943 (price 1d.). 

No. 1327. The Food (Points Rationing) (No. 3) Order, 1943, 
dated 14th September 1943 (price 4d.). 

%& No. 1340. Order, dated 15th September 1943, amending the 
Carrots (1943 Crop) (Control and Prices) Order, 1943 (price 1d.). 

No. 1343. Directions, dated 17th September 1943, under the 
Food Transport Order, 1941 (price 1d.). 

No. 1346. Order, dated 18th September 1943, amending the 
Canned Fish (Maximum Prices) Order, 1943 (price 1d.). 

No. 1347. General Licence, dated 18th September 1943, under 
the Fish (Supplies to Catering Establishments) Order, 1942 
(price 1d.). 


United Kingdom Corn Prices 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of British corn per hundredweight in the week 
ended 25th September 1943 were wheat, 14s. 9d.; barley, 27s. 7d. ; 
and oats, 15s. 3d. 


Institute of Marine Engineers 
Examinations 


The next examinations for admission to the Institute of 
Marine Engineers will be held as follows :— 

Students. (Common Preliminary Examination.) 
21st April and 3rd to 6th October 1944. 

Graduates. (Section A of Associate Membership Examina- 
tion.) 5th, 7th and 9th June 1944. 

Associate Members. 5th to 12th June 1944. 

Syllabuses of. these examinations, copies of previous papers, 
and particulars of exempting qualifications will be supplied on 
application to the Secretary, at 73 Amersham Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks. 

An examination for the award of a Lloyd’s Register Scholar- 
ship in Marine Engineering, value £100 a year for three years, 
tenable at a British University, will be held on 5th to 9th June 
1944. Candidates must be British subjects between the ages 
of 18 and 21, who have been employed in engineering, either as 
apprentices or as college students, with the intention of entering 
upon the profession of marine engineering, and have served at 
least two years in commercial engineering workshops. Appren- 
tices in H.M. Dockyards are not eligible for the Scholarship. 

Full particulars may be obtained from the Secretary of the 
Institute at the address above mentioned. 


18th to 


British Standard Specifications 


ECONOMY OF SOFT SOLDERS 


An Appendix to B.S./STA.7—Economy of Soft Solders, which 
has just been issued by the British Standards Institution for the 
Ministry of Supply deals with specifications for solders, par- 
ticularly from the aspect of economy in the tin content. 

The recommendations have been prepared by an Advisory 
Panel of the British Non-Ferrous Metals Research Association, 
under the chairmanship of Dr. H. Moore. The solders are 
classified in four series. 

Sub-Series A.—Lead-silver alloys. 
this series. 

Sub-Series B.—Lead-tin-antimony alloys. 
solders in this series. 

Sub-Series C.—Lead-tin and lead-tin-antimony alloys with 
small additions of silver. There are six solders in this series. 

Sub-Series D.—Lead-tin and lead-tin-antimony alloys. There 
are five solders in this series. 

Guidance as to the choice of an appropriate solder, and sug- 
gestions for the uses for which the various solders are appropriate 
are given. 

The Appendix is intended for insertion in the folder in which 
B.S./STA.7 has been issued, and copies are available at a cost of 
6d. each, or 3d. each for orders of 12 or more. These can be 
obtained at the Offices of the Institution, 28 Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W.1. 


These are three solders in 


These are two 


WATER TUBE BOILERS AND THEIR 
INTEGRAL SUPERHEATERS 
The range of published British Standards for Boilers has been 
completed by the issue of a British Standard Specification for 
Water Tube Boilers and their Integral Superheaters. This 
specification applies to water tube boiler units including super- 
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heaters, economisers, and to other parts connected to the boiler 
without the interposition of a shut-off valve which is exclusive 
of brickwork setting and insulation. 

Details of materials specifications are included covering 
plates and rivet bars, seamless forged drums, forgings other than 
seamless drums, tubes and headers, pipes and steel castings. 
Complete formule are included governing the scantlings of the 
boiler, and these formulz apply to boilers working under average 
normal conditions of draught, good feed water and adequate 
supervision. 

Where working conditions are adverse, e.g., abnormal evapora- 
tion, bad feed water, exposure to the elements, or where of 
necessity maintenance supervision will be inadequate, it is 
recommended that the scantlings found by calculation from the 
formule given should be increased. 

The simplest method of compensation for adverse conditions 
of the kind is to design for a working pressure above that at 
which it is intended to operate the boiler, having regard to the 
probable reduction of life in service due to the adverse causes. 

It has been the general desire to avoid the use of complicated 
formule, and this has been possible by confining consideration 
to the standard types of water tube boilers in general use. It is 
realised that some of the formule adopted could not be applied 
to all conceivable combinations and variations in design which 
progress might dictate and in such cases the scantlings should be 
the subject of agreement between the purchaser and the manu- 
facturer. 

It is recognised that the design of water tube boilers is the 
subject of continuous development, and it is intended to review 
this specification annually with a view to the incorporation of 
such modifications as are found desirable as a result of progress. 

Copies of this new British Standard may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, 
8.W.1, price 7s. 6d. post free. 


Customs Regulations 


. 
and Tariff Changes 
Nigeria 
CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Customs 
Tariff (Amendment) Order in Council, 1943, dated 20th July, 


which provides for the following modifications in the Nigeria 
Customs s Tariff: — 





Item Article Rate of 
No. Duty 


10 | Cement the 100 Ibs. | 0 1 O 
17 | Matches: in boxes conts aining 80 matches each or 
less : the gross boxes | 0 6 
(Matches in boxes containing a greater quantity 
than 80 matches each to be charged in proportion) 
21 Perfumery and toilet preparations and accessories, 
not including articles liable to duty as spirits, denti- 
frices and toilet soap, but otherwise including 
‘ beauty ”’ preparations of all kinds, manicure sets 
and any article intended to form part of such pre- 
paration or accessory — neh ... ad val. | 
26 | Tobacco— 
(1) Unmanufactured 
(a) For use exclusiely in the manufacture of 
cigarettes by a person licensed to manufacture cigar- 
ettes in accordance with the provisions of the Excise 
Ordinance, 1941 : the pound |0 3 O 
(b) Other .. the pound | 0 4 6 
(2) Manufactured 
(b) Cigarettes : 
(i) Not exceeding three pounds weight the 
thousand the thousand 
(ii) Exceeding three » pounds weight the thousand 


662° 


3/0 


bo 
a) 


the pound | 1 0 10 
(3) Other manufactured tobacco and snuff 
the pound | 0 12 0 


28 | Wine— 
(1) Sparkling. 
(2) Still: 
(a) Containing not more than thirty-five per 
centum of proof spirit the gallon |} 015 0 
(6) Containing more than thirty -five per centum 
but not more than thirty-eight per centum of proof 
spirit the gallon | 1 5 0 
(ce) Containing 1 more than thirty- eight per centum 
of proof spirit bbe the gallon | 117 6 


the gallon | 2 10 0 








In addition a surtax of 25 per cent. of the duty is payable on the 
above-mentioned goods with the exception of item No. 21 (per- 
fumery and toilet preparations and accessories). 

Note.—The wording in italics represents an addition to the Tariff 
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Fiji 
INCREASES IN CUSTOMS DUTIES 
The “ Fiji Royal Gazette Supplement ” of 18th May, contains 


a copy of a notice which provides for the following increases in 
Customs duties :— 





| | 
| Duty increased to 
ss 2 Vaaktene- a: 
British General 
Prefer- | Tariff 
ential 
Tariff 


Item | 


No. Article 


3 Ale, bebe porter, cider, perry, 7, hop and s. d. s. d, 
other beers when containing more than 
2 per cent. proof spirit, bottled 
per gallon| 4 6 6 6 
4 Ale, beer, porter, cider, perry, hop and 
other beers when containing more than 
2 per cent. proof spirit, in wood or jar 
per gallon 
Drugs and medicines: pharmaceutical 
preparations; patent and proprietary 
medicines and drugs and other medicinal 
preparations; anesthetics; medicinal 
extracts, essences, juices, infusions, tinc- | 
tures, solutions, emulsions, confections, 
syrups; pills; pilules ; tabloids ; soloids; 
ovoids; tablets; capsules; cachets ; 
suppositories; pessaries;  poultices ; 
salves ; cerates ; ointments ; liniments ; 
lotions ; pastes and the like ; medicinal 
| waters and compound medicinal oil; 
| medicines for animals; if containing 
more than 20 per cent. of proof spirit 
per liquid gallon 
Spirits and spirituous mixtures, including 
essences, fruit ethers, aromas or flav- 
ours, fluid extracts and other fruit juices 
and fruit syrups, tinctures and infusions, 
not otherwise enumerated, the strength 
of which can be ascertained by Sy kes’ 
hydrometer or other approved method, 
of a strength exceeding 20 per cent. of 
proof spirit but not exceeding proof 
per liquid gallon | 42 0 | 55 0 
Spirits and spirituous mixtures, includ- 
ing essences, fruit ethers, aromas or 
flavours, fluid extracts and other fruit 
juices and fruit syrups, tinctures and in- 
fusions, not otherwise enumcrated, the 
strength of which can be ascertaine ‘d by 
Sykes’ hydrometer or other approved 
method, when exceeding the strength of 
proof per proof gallon 
| Spirits, perfumed and scented waters 
per liquid gallon 
and in addition ad val, | 
or ad valorem ee Ee 50% 
whichever rate re turns 
the higher duty. | 





ex 67 





ex 15] 








Tobacco— 
(b) Manufactured ] 
(c) Cigars. oe . per lb. 1 
(d) Cigarettes per lb. l 
Wines, still, containing not more th un 49 
per cent. proof spirit per liquid galion 7 6 | 10 0 
Wines, still, containing more than 40 per 
cent. proof spirit... per liquid galion | 42 0 | 55 0 
Wines, sparkling, containing more than 
40 per cent. of proof spirit 

per liquid g 


ex 165 


.-per lb. 


ex 176 





ralion 

Note.—The term wine as applied to 
the tariff includes medicated wine and 
wine mixed with food. 





Coon 
IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 


The “ Ceylon Government Gazette’ of 16th July contains a 
copy of an Order which provides for the following modifications 
to the list of goods, the importation of which into Ceylon is 
restricted (see Board of Trade Journal 22nd November 1941, 
pages 321-325 and subsequent notices). 


GOODS THE IMPORTATION OF WHICH FROM ALL SOURCES IS 
PROHIBITED EXCEPT UNDER LICENCE 


The following is substituted for item 99 :— 

99. Cotton manufactures, other than bleached, 
and printed piece goods and sanitary towels. 

The following new item is inserted :— 

99a. Sanitary towels. 


DUTY ON PERFUMED SPIRITS 


The ‘‘ Ceylon Government Gazette” of 18th June contains 4 
copy of a Customs Notification (Tariff) No. 43/2, which provide 
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for the increase of Customs duty on perfumed spirits to Rs.60 
per gallon or 60 per cent. ad val., whichever rate returns the 
higher duty. 


Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika 


SUSPENSION OF ADDITIONAL DUTY 
ON MOTOR SPIRIT 


The Board of Trade have been informed by H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in Nairobi, that the additional duty or surcharge on 
motor spirit has been suspended as from Ist June 1943. 

The notices in Board of Trade Journal 14th November 1942, 
page 502, and 21st November 1942, page 509, are cancelled. 





Trade and Industry 


Brazil 


COFFEE AND RICE SHIPMENTS 

Official estimates show that 2,359,233 bags of coffee valued at 
Cr. $658,387,000 or £8,813,730 sterling were shipped abroad 
from Brazil during the first four months of the current year. 
They were mainly destined as follows: the United States, 
2,025,913 bags (Cr. $575,306,000); Argentina, 101,498 bags 
(Cr. $22,783,000); Spain, 50,003 bags (Cr. $12,616,000) ; 
Sweden, 43,516 bags (Cr. $13,094,000); Switzerland, 39,198 
bags (Cr. $11,982,000); Syria, 30,270 bags (Cr. $7,630,000) ; 
and Chile, 29,555 bags (Cr. $6,239,000). 

Figures recently published show that exports of rice from 
the State of Rio Grande do Sul to foreign destinations in 1942 
have been exceeded on only one occasion during the past 16 
years, the total of 1,545,484 bags comparing with 1,733,019 
bags in 1935. This movement was largely due to the considerable 
purchases by Great Britain, to which destination 792,380 bags 
or 45-7 per cent. of total exports were shipped. 


British India 
CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Stat‘stics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, 9th September. Crops are fair. 

Bihar, 13th September. Crops are fair. 

Orissa, 13th September. Biali paddy is ripening and saradh 
paddy, sugarcane and jute are thriving. 


in irrigated, and under average to average in unirrigated areas. 
United Provinces, 4th September. The harvesting of early 
khariff crops, and the transplanting of late rice is going on. 
Assam, 20th September. Crop prospects are fair. 
Bombay, 18th September. The picking of cotton continues. 
Sind, 18th September. The cotton bolls are opening ; paddy is 
progressing. 
Central Provinces, 10th September. The transplanting of 
paddy and the harvesting of kariff crops is going on. 


Canada 


RECENT INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC 


According to the Monthly Review of the Bank of Nova 
Scotia, some branches of war industry in the Province of 
Quebec have been curtailed in line with the recent shifts in 
Canada’s production programme but industrial activity remains 
very high. The shipbuilding and aircraft industries are still 
expanding. Output of Valentine and Ram tanks has come 
to an end, but the facilities and labour are being used for 
tngine and components for escort vessels and for gun mounts. 
Moreover output of locomotives and other essential rolling 
stock is being increased. ‘Thus the employment figures 
for iron and steel manufacturing—which include all these 
‘ctivities—have continued to rise. On the other hand, there 
has been some reduction in chemicals, reflecting curtailment 
in certain types of propellants and explosives. These shifts 
and changes, however, have involved no slackening in aggregate 
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Manufacturing activity in Quebec. Indeed, up to Ist May 
(the latest date for which figures are available) employment in 
tanufacturing had continued its gradual expansion. It was 
then 14 per cent. higher than a year earlier, though there were 
fewer employees in several branches, notably pulp and paper 
‘nd lumber mills and the textile trades. 

As elsewhere in Canada it is the logging industry which, 
‘part from agriculture, has felt the general labour shortage most 
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Punjab, 13th September. Crops are average to above average 
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severely. However, the cut of logs for lumber was not seriously 
restricted, but pulpwood cutting was much reduced, a decline 
which it is difficult to offset by summer operations in view of 
the need for fuel wood. The resulting limitation of pulpwood 
supplies has played a major part in recent developments in the 
Canada-United States newsprint situation. These include another 
4 dollars per ton increase in price to compensate in part for 
higher costs of wood procurement and further steps by the 
United States War Production Board to bring demand into line 
with supply by ordering an additional cut in newsprint use by 
publishers and restriction of their stocks. Consumption had not 
shown the reduction anticipated from earlier controls—indeed 
in the second quarter United States publishers used more paper 
than a year earlier. The results for Canadian manufacturers 
were that shipments across the border were running considerably 
in excess of the monthly quota of 210,000 tons which had been 
agreed upon and their stocks were quite sharply reduced despite 
an upturn in production from 62 per cent. capacity in April to 
68-6 per cent. in May and 69-6 per cent, in June. 

The Quebec mining industry, apart from gold, continues very 
active with interest centreing upon the new molybdenum and 
chrome properties now coming into production. The results 
of the great aluminum developments at Arvida were recently 
made evident when the Minister of Munitions stated that output 
in 1942 was 335,800 tons as compared with less than 83,000 tons 
in 1939 and that this year’s production may reach 503,000 tons. 
Continued work on the related Shipshaw power development 
(in May the fifth of the ten 50,000 h.p. units was installed) 
along with several other large uncompleted projects has played 
an important part in maintaining construction activity. How- 
ever, construction contract awards in the first half of the current 
year were down to 26-5 million dollars from 50:2 million dollars 
last year. Most of the production reflects less industrial building 
while residential contracts have been sustained. 

Agriculture in Quebec has suffered severely from the late wet 
season and most crops will be considerably below that of last 
year. While the feed outlook is thus rather unfavourable for the 
present the excellent pasturage has kept the milk flow at a high 
level. Butter output and fluid milk sales show marked gains 
over those of last year, though cheese output is down, as in 
Ontario. The financial position of farmers appears to be better 
than in past years; sales by country general stores in the first 
half year were 10 per cent. greater than in 1942 and there is 
considerable evidence of debt repayment. 


PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

Changes in the character of Canadian war output with con- 
sequent re-tooling and shifts of workers, have been evident in 
Ontario. Indeed their effects seem to have been somewhat more 
far-reaching than in Quebec, judging by the Ist May employ- 
ment figures. These showed a contra-seasonal decline in 
manufacturing employment as a whole chiefly as a result of 
contraction in the iron and steel and chemical product groups, 
together with some decline in textiles. However, as the Minister 
of Munitions emphasised in his report to the House, the over-all 
war production programme is not being curtailed and the needs 
of war industry for labour are by no means surfeited. Mean- 
while the heavy industries remain very busy as is shown by the 
high level of the employment indexes for the major industrial 
centres. 

Iron and steel output so far this year has suffered from the 
stoppage and from the need for plant repairs—during the first 
six months production of pig iron (in Canada as a whole) was 
11 per cent. and of steel 4 per cent. below that of the like period 
in 1942. In the latter half of the year, however, it is expected 
that a substantial increase will be recorded, for two new Ontario 
steel plants are now coming into production. Though war 
needs for steel continue very large, especially for the expanding 
ship output, there is already some evidence of an easier supply 
situation, in part because of reduced needs for construction steel 
as the plant expansion programme nears completion. 

Among the lighter manufacturing industries, textiles have 
been increasingly hampered by difficulties in obtaining and 
keeping labour, with consequent adverse effect on civilian 
supplies. However, a reported reduction in military orders for 
cloth promises some relief for garment manufacturers, who had 
drawn heavily on their inventories of civilian materials and 
feared for Fall supplies. Nevertheless, both imports and domestic 
supplies remain limited and the Wartime Prices and Trade 
Board is endeavouring by various means to assure a larger 
output of some particularly needed goods like boys’ and workers’ 
clothing. Shoe factories have remained busy, though they, too, 
have lost labour and sole leather supplies have been somewhat 
restricted. Manufacture of shoes with soles from reclaimed 
rubber is being initiated on a fairly substantial scale, it was 
recently announced. 

Both construction activity and new contracts have been well 
maintained ; new building projects have been largely con- 
centrated in wartime housing and engineering. In mining gold 
output is still declining, but base metal mines are busy. New 
nickel and copper capacity is coming into production, iron ore 
development progresses and the lignite coal fields close to 
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James Bay will be in production this autumn. Logging opera- 
tions, as elsewhere in Canada, were restricted by labour shortage 
and lumber mills in some districts are also very short of help. 
As a result the lumber cut is expected to be considerably below 
that of last year. 

Ontario farmers have laboured under serious difficulties this 
year. The late start and cold, wet weather, together with lack 
of labour resulted in lower acreages and backward growth for 
spring grains, potatoes, sugar beets and other root crops and 
tobacco. However, “filler crops” like buckwheat and millet 
were extensively planted, growing conditions have recently 
shown marked improvement and the hay crop was large. Never- 

heless, feed supplies are likely to be seriously deficient and large 

imports of Western grain will be necessary—a figure of 75 
million bushels has been mentioned. Meanwhile, milk production 
has been well maintained by good pasturage ; creamery-butter 
output was 7 per cent. larger in the first half of the year than 
a year ago, stimulated by the butter-fat bonus. Cheese output 
was down sharply in the early months of 1943 from last year’s 
unusually heavy output. Total livestock marketings this year 
have been well below last year’s but have shown progressive 
improvement. In the latter half they are expected to be con- 
siderably higher than a year ago thus assisting the heavy bacon 
contract and perhaps providing for somewhat greater beef 
exports. 


Chile 
TRADE IN MARCH QUARTER 


The Bank of London and South America Limited, London, 
have recently issued the following summary of the official 
returns of Chile’s foreign trade for the first three months of 1943 
and 1942 :— 


{ i: Trade 
A 





Balance 





Period wtporte 





| 

| Imports 
_| Plesos of 6d. giold 
131,946,500 | 207,897,900| +- 75,951,400 


January-March 1943 
139,117, ney 180,388,700 | -+ 41,270,800 


January-March 1942 











It should be noted, however, that the above figures do not 
include imports and exports of bullion and specie, nor do they 
indicate Chile’s effective balance of trade, because the whole of 
the proceeds of copper and nitrate exports does not become 
available to pay for imports. 

Compared with the first quarter of 1942 there was a decline 
in 1943 of some 7 per cent. in volume and of 5 per cent. in the 
value of imports covering almost all classes, the notable exceptions 
being sugar and derivatives and livestock. The volume of 
exports also declined, by about 18 per cent., but the increased 
value of shipments of mining products, sheepskins and manu- 
factured articles produced an expansion of 15-5 per cent. in the 
total value. 

DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE 

The main geographical distribution of Chile’s foreign trade in 
the first quarter of 1943, with the comparative figure for 1942, 
is shown in the following table :— 


Exports 





Country 
PA 1943 z 1942 1943 1942 


Imports oad 


T ho usé snd pe|sos s of 6d.| gold 





United States... 40,800 | 68,100 | 139,900 | 130,700 

Peru .. bes 35,000 23,800 2,300 1,400 

Argentina 23,500 | 14,100 | 10,200 7,400 

Brazil 15,200 | 10,100 6,400} 8,300 

United Kingdom 8,100 | 3,800 2,000| 2,200 
' 


South Africa 


TRADE CONDITIONS 

The General Managers of the Standard Bank of South Africa 
supply the following information on trade conditions in the 
Union of South Africa :— 

General business conditions at the larger centres are fairly 
steady with a slight upward trend in some sections where stocks 
have improved, notably in woollen goods and crockery. Secon- 
dary industries are well employed on the basis of available 
supplies of materials, which are considered not unsatisfactory 
under the present circumstances. , Conditions in the building 
trade are still quiet, but it has been officially announced that the 
Government intends to embark on a housing programme to build 
50,000*houses at various centres; it is understood that a start 
will be made on economic houses and may include pre-fabricated 
houses. The urban property market is firm and rural properties 
are in keen demand at high values. 
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GOLD OUTPUT AND RAILWAY EARNINGS 

The Transvaal gold output for August (twenty-six working 
days) was 1,059,932 fine ounces, with a value, including the 
premium, on the basis of £8 8s. a fine ounce, of £8,903,429, 
compared with 1,182,437 fine ounces with a value, on the basis 
of £8 8s. a fine ounce, of £9,932,471 for August 1942 (twenty-six 
working days). 

The local diamond market shows a slight setback, and prices 
of cut stones are down by about 10 per cent. as purchases on 
Indian, and to a lesser extent Argentine, account have fallen 
away for the time being. 

Railway earnings from 8th August to 11th September 
amounted to £4,222,080 compared with £4,053,296 for the corre- 
sponding period of 1942. 


FARMING CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 
Farming conditions generally are fairly satisfactory, although 
the condition of livestock has tended to deteriorate owing to the 
unfavourable condition of the Veld after the recent very cold 
weather with snow and heavy rains ; the latest reports indicate, 
however, that some improvement may be expected. The maize 
harvest is ending ; supplies of all grades are plentiful, but the 
demand is less urgent and quotations have not always held at 

maximum levels. Wheat crop reports are favourable. 


WOOL AND HIDES 


Wool appraisements commenced during September. The 
make-up of clips generally is good, but there is still room for 
improvement. Limited quantities of winter mohair have been 
sold and market indications are good. 

Hides are steady and unchanged. Sheepskin combings and 
longs are irregular, and bulk offerings at recent sales were 
withdrawn; other types of sheepskins are unchanged, and 
goatskins and angoras are slightly easier. 

Ostrich feathers are unchanged. 

Wattlebark is in good demand on Indian account, and a small 
business has been done with America; extract factories were 
closed for their annual overhaul] in August, but it is reported that 
large quantities of extract have been exported to all markets. 





Statutory Notice 


Shipping Casualties 
REPORT OF FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS 

The Ministry of War Transport hereby give notice under the 
General Rules for Formal Investigations into Shipping Casualties 
and Appeals and Rehearings, 1923, that they received during 
the month of August 1943 a Report of a Formal Investigation, 
held by a court in His Majesty’s dominions, into the circum- 
stances attending a casualty to the s.s. “‘ City of Baroda.” 

The Ministry of War Transport also gives notice that they 
received during the month of August 1943 a Report of an 
Investigation held by a Naval Court into the circumstances 
attending the stranding of the s.s. “‘ Foreland.” 





Publications Received 


United Gas Industries Limited : Report of the Directors, Balance 
Sheet, and Profit and Loss Account for the year ended 3ls 
March 1943. 

Art and Industry, October 1943. Published monthly by The 
Studio Limited 66 Chandos Place, London, W.C.2. Price, I 
net. (Annual Subscription, 14s. post free). 

Food Trade Review, Vol. XIL., No. 9, September 1943. Pub 
lished by Attwood & Co. Ltd., 3 Westgate Road, Beckenham, 
Kent. (By subscription 10s. per year, post free ; in Canada and 
United States 2-25 dollars). 





Epirortat, coMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to Thi 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Milltank, Lcndon, 8.W1 
(Telephone : Whitehall 5140, extension 257). 

SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed 4 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway; 
London, W.C.2, or branches. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion 
advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should ? 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationeff 
Office, 421-9, Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone : Mayial 
7755). 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the stat 
ments in the advertisements and the inclusion of uny particu 
advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services ad 
therein have received official approval. 
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Principal Government Publications 
Relating to Trade and Shipping 
issued since Ist October 1942 


Apparel and Textiles Order, 1942: List of persons whose names 
were on Ist April 1943 entered in the Register of Wholesalers of 
Secondhand and Salvaged Clothing. 1d. (2d.). *List of persons 
whose names were on 20th March 1943 entered in the Register of 
Manufacturers of Headwear. 3d. (4d.) 


Apparel and Textiles Order, 1942 and Consumer Rationing (Con- 
solidation) Order, 1943: *Lists of persons whose names were on 
Ist September 1943 entered in the following Registers :— 


Manufacturers of Corsets. Id. (2d.) 
Manufacturers of Fur Apparel. 2d. (3d.) 
Manufacturers of Gloves. Id. (2d.) 


Board of Trade Journal. 
(30s.) 


British Shipping (Assistance) Act, 1935. Account of the advances 
made under Part II of the Act, and of the sums received by way of 
interest on, or in repayment of, such advances for 1941-42 ; together 
with the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon. 
(H.C. 111 of 1941-42.] Id. (2d.) 


Clothing (Small Retailers of): Scheme for Ensuring Fair Shares of 
Supplies. December 1942. 2d. (3d.). 


Consumer Rationing (Consolidation) Order, 1943: *List of per- 
sons whose names were on Ist September 1943 entered in the Register 
of Manufacturers of Hand Knitting Yarn. 2d. (3d.) 


6d. (7d.) Annual Subscription, 26s. 


Containers and Straps (Leather and Textile) Order, 1943: *List of 
persons whose names were on 14th February 1943 entered in the 
tegister of Manufacturers of Leather or Textile Containers and 
Straps under the above Order. 2d. (3d.) 


Export (Control of): List of Goods, the exportation of which from 
the United Kingdom is controlled under the Export of Goods (Con- 
trol) (No. 45) Order, 1942, showing the position on 15th January 
1943. 9d. (10d.). 


Gas Fund Accounts, 1941-42. 1d. (2d.) 


Hollow-ware (Small Retailers of): Scheme for Ensuring Fair 
Shares of Supplies. December 1942. 1d. (2d.). 


Limitations of Supplies (Miscellaneous) (No. 19) Order, 1943: 
*List of persons whose names were on Ist March 1943 entered in 
the Home Trade Register. 2s. (2s. 2d.) 


Marine Transportation and Litigation: Agreement between H.M. 
Government in the U.K. and the U.S. Government for the provision 
of Mutual Aid concerning certain problems of Marine Transportation 
and Litigation, with Exchange of Notes. [Treaty Series No. 1, 1943] 
[(Cmd. 6416.] 1d. (2d.) 

Merchant Shipping: List of the Principal Acts of Parliament, 


Regulations, etc., relating to Merchant Shipping. Supplement 1 to 
the 1941 Edition (December, 1942). Id. (2d.) 


Pottery (Small Retailers of): Scheme for Ensuring Fair Shares of - 


1d. (2d.). 
9d. 


Supplies. December 1942. 


Utility Furniture: Catalogue. (lld.). Traders Leaflet 


UFD/8. 1d. (2d.) 


Utility Knitted Goods: Schedule C. Knitted Cloths, Knitted 
Garments, Knitted Gloves; and Key to Non-Utility Group 
Numbers. Reprinted July 1943. Is. (1s. 1d.) 


War Risks Insurance Act, 1939. (Re-Insurance Agreements). 
Agreement between the British Fishing Vessels Mutual War Risks 
Association Ltd. and the Minister of War Transport, for re-insurance 
of Fishing Vessels registered in the United Kingdom against King’s 
Enemy Risks. [H.C. 16 of 1942-43.] 2d. (3d.) 


Notrrs.—Above publications may be obtained from H.M. Sta- 
tionery Office, York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, or other 
Branches. Post-free prices in parentheses. 


PATENT OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


Official Journal (Patents). Published weekly. 
Trade Marks Journal. Published weekly. 
Price, in each instance, per copy Is. (inland), 1s. 2d. (abroad). 
Annual subscription £2 10s. (inland), £2 15s, (abroad). 
Reports of Patent, Design and Trade Mark Cases. 
periodically. 
Price per copy 2s. (inland), 2s. 1d. (abroad). 
Annual subscription £1 (inland), £1 5s. (abroad). 


* Amendment Lists to these Registers are published from time to 
time. 


Published 
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Patent Specifications. 
Price per copy ls. (inland), 1s. 1d. (abroad). 


In ordering copies of specifications, the year as well as the number 
of the application must be stated in the case of specifications relating 
to applications made prior to 1916, but in the case of subsequent 
applications the serial (i.e. six-figure) number of the specification 
must be quoted. 


Owing to the war certain Patent Office publications, including 
the Volumes of Abridgments of United Kingdom Specifications 
and the Name Indexes (Patents, Designs and Trade Marks), have 
been suspended, but full particulars relating to Patent Office pub- 
lications generally can be obtained from the Sale Branch of the 
Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2. 

Subscriptions to such publications are payable in advance and 
deposit accounts may be opened. 





GOVERNMENTAL 
SURVEYS 


A series of surveys of Government departments is becoming 
increasingly and deservedly well known in Industrial executive 
circles. Each issue published concentrates on one particular 
Ministry or Department and analyses its functions and manner 
of operation and more especially the ways in which its activities 
and authority affect the running of industrial and commercial 
concerns. Lists of personnel are always given, with an indication 
of their sphere of operation and the regulations (summarised in 
plain language !) with which they are concerned. 


In addition to this analysis, each volume contains sections 
which bring to the attention of busy executives details of new 
machines and tools, new processes, new uses for existing equip- 
ment; information concerning all aspects of industrial welfare, 
calculated to keep any organisation abreast of current develop- 
ments and practice in labour management, staff catering, health 
services, works lighting and ventilation, provident and pension 
schemes, etc. Other sections give trends and conditions in 
foreign markets, openings for future export and expansion, 
lists of new technical and other publications (purchases of 
which is undertaken for firms and advice given on works 
libraries), etc. 


In between these minor encyclopedias smaller issues appear 
at approximately ten-day intervals which summarise (in simple 
language) new Government Orders affecting industry and com- 
merce and constitute a diary of regulations and changes of 
procedure and personnel in Ministries, and various trade orga- 
nisations, etc. In addition an Information Bureau answers the 
queries which arise in the course of every business and obtains 
administrative rulings on specific problems submitted. 


All these publications and services are now available only by 
subscription at the rate of four guineas per annum from: The 
War-Time Trading Information Bureau, 17 Henrietta Street, 
Strand, London, W.C.2. (Telephone Temple Bar 4728.) 





Did you know that 


3°/, DEFENCE BONDS 


pay a bonus of £l for every 
£100 invested after 10 years ? 











FOR MEN & WOMEN 


HAMILTON CARHARTT COTTON MILLS LTD. 
TAY FACTORY, LOCHEE RD. 
DUNDEE 








Phone: 5466. 





Telegrams : CARHARTT. 





CHIEF ADMINISTRATION 


7 CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.(C.2 
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COMPANY MEETING 
FURNESS, WITHY & COMPANY 


War’s Unbalancing Effect on Merchant Navies—Objections to Nationalisation— 
Air Transport Powers to be Sought 


The Fifty-second Annual General Meeting of Furness, Withy & Co. 
Ltd., was held on 22nd September at the registered office of the 
company, Furness House, Leadenhall Street, London, E.C. 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Essendon, the chairman, presided, and was 
supported by the directors of the company. 

The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the report and accounts, 
said :—Ladies and gentlemen,—In accordance with our general 
custom, I assume that it will be your pleasure that the directors’ 
report and accounts, which have been in the hands of the stockholders 
for the requisite period, be taken as read. 


AN INSURANCE RESERVE 


The position, as therein disclosed, will be, I feel sure, satisfactory 
to the stockholders, in view of existing conditions and heavy taxation 
liabilities. From the comparative figures for the previous year, as 
shown on the balance sheet, it will be seen that little variation has 
occurred during the year. The only item to which reference might 
be made is the inauguration of an insurance reserve account, a policy 
which has been similarly pursued by our subsidiary and associated 
companies. This provision will enable us to carry a portion of the 
insurance risks on our fleets, if such a course should be considered 
desirable in the future. 

FEATURES IN THE ACCOUNTS 

The balance-sheet bears the usual footnote in regard to our 
guarantee of the Trade Facilities Loan to the Prince Line Ltd., 
which now stands at £280,000. It will also be noticed that the 
amount now standing to the credit of the company in the Government 
Tonnage Replacement Account is £158,750. 

Turning to the profit and loss account, the net profit, after making 
provision for taxation, amounts to £547,308 7s. 3d., which, together 
with the amount brought forward from the previous year, gives a 
total amount available for appropriation of £719,405 19s. 10d. After 
payment of the usual half-yearly Preference dividends, the directors 
recommend an allocation of £250,000 for depreciation, a transfer to 
an insurance reserve account of £100,000, and the payment of a 
dividend on the Ordinary stock of 6 per cent., less income tax, being 
the same distribution as in the previous year. These allocations 
leave a balance of £151,905 19s. 10d. to be carried forward to next 
year’s account. 

THE QUESTION OF NATIONALISATION 


I have on several previous occasions referred to the question of 
nationalisation. I am reluctant to revert to this subject, but it is one 
that is kept in the forefront of political controversy, and I consider 
that the adoption of such a policy would be so harmful to the national 
interest that those who feel strongly opposed to it should lose no 
opportunity of emphasising the faith that is within them. After the 
last war several nations attempted the nationalisation of shipping, 
but, without exception, they had to liquidate their positions as a 
result of the heavy losses that were incurred. 

# There is no reason to believe, in fact, quite the contrary, that the 
position would be any different ifit became a British policy. It would 
not be an economical proposition. Heavy losses would certainly be 
incurred and the national exchequer would not only suffer therefrom, 
but would lose in addition the substantial contributions made to 
the public funds in the shape of taxation, and the balancing of the 
Budget would be very seriously jeopardised. The cumulative effect 
of a general nationalisation policy would from this point of view be 
appalling. 

MERCANTILE MARINE’S EFFICIENT RECORD 

The British Mercantile Marine has never failed to provide fully 
for our national requirements, and it has only occupied its premier 
place among the ocean carriers of the world because it has performed 
its duties more efficiently than others. At the outbreak of this war 
there were nearly 10,000 vessels of over 100 tons on the British 
register. What is going to be the position of any nationalised organi- 
sation that has this number of ships to supervise ? 

How is it going to be possible to arrange employment, provide 
officers and seamen, issue instructions to masters, arrange bunker coal 
and oil, provision and store the ships, make all the arrangements for 
agents at every port at home and abroad and to attend to the one- 
hundred-and-one details that will have to be carried out by such a 
national organisation ? These 10,000 vessels are in addition to the 
several thousand tugs, barges, trawlers and such like craft which, 
in order to have a consistent policy, would have to be included in 
any nationalisation scheme. 

BENEFITS OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 

There is one point of view which, I am afraid, is not often suffi- 
ciently considered—namely, that if Governments are competing in 
the markets of the world, it is bound to create friction and misunder- 
standing between them. To put it briefly, private enterprise risks 
guineas only, but nationalisation would risk guineas and blood. 

Tosum up: What benefits are expected to accrue from nationalisa- 
tion? Will it benefit the community, will it benefit the domestic 
consumer, or the industrial consumer ? Will it increase productivity, 
or add to the revenue of the State ? Will it reduce taxation for the 
individual ? I submit that the answer to all these questions is in the 
negative. 

THE REPLACEMENT PROBLEM 


One result of the present war has been the unbalancing of the 
merchant navies of the world, particularly illustrated by the reduc- 





tion in British tonnage, on the one hand, and the large augmentation 
of the United States tonnage, on the other. We must candidly admit 
that the latter circumstance, from the point of view of the war effort, 
has been most gratifying, but now that we may hope we are within 
measurable distance of the termination of the conflict, the shipping 
industry is very seriously occupied in contemplation of the replace- 
ment problem. 

The moneys that have been received for lost ships under the war 
risk arrangement with the Government will certainly not be sufficient 
to replace them, although admittedly it will go a good way towards 
it. Buta much greater problem arises in regard to the replacement 
of ships that have not been lost, but which in the not very distant 
future will require to be replaced. We regret that we have not been 
allowed in our hire arrangements some additional remuneration to 
be utilised for this purpose, but, as I have stated at previous meetings, 
we are relying—and I think we can safely rely—on the very specific 
assurances that the industry has received from the Government in 
this respect. 

AIR TRANSPORT 

You will see attached to the report and accounts a notice of an 
extraordinary general meeting of the company to be held on Friday, 
8th October, at 2.30 p.m. As twenty-one days’ notice has to be given 
of this meeting, it is not practicable for both meetings to be held on 
the same day, and as it may not be convenient for members to attend 
both meetings, it will perhaps be desirable that I should relate the 
reasons for the special resolution that is to be submitted to that 
meeting. This resolution, as you will have seen, is to give the com. 
pany powers to carry on the business of air transport. 

The shipping industry considers that their 100 years’ experience of 
passenger traffic organisations will enable them to make a substantial 
contribution to the management of business of this kind, much greater 
than they believe, rightly or wrongly, could be achieved through the 
medium of a single Government organisation. 

AIR AND SEA SERVICES: CO-OPERATION ESSENTIAL 

The industry considers that a wider experience of international 
transport is necessary for the successful prosecution of such a busi- 
ness. Shipowners possess long-established branch offices with 
experienced management together with a number of experienced 
agencies all over the world, all of which perform for seaborne traffic 
the same kind of duties that would apply to airborne traffic. There- 
fore shipping companies should be encouraged to develop air services 
on those routes where they have developed sea traffic. Co-operation 
between the two services is essential. 

This is a matter of great importance in the national interest, 
because if air is going to attract an unduly large proportion of the 
travelling public, shipowners will have to consider their policy in 
regard to the replacement of passenger ships which will cease to be 
built, if it is likely to prove uneconomic to operate them. In the event 
of war this would have a serious effect on the future security of the 
country. It is obvious that campaigns similar to those of North 
Africa and Sicily could not be carried out if this type of ship ceases 
to be constructed. 

NEED FOR BOTH SHIPS AND AEROPLANES 

The shipping industry considers that the first declaration of any 
international air conference should be one putting an end to excessive 
air subsidies. The country will require both ships and aeroplanes, 
and they should be operated in a manner complementary to each 
other, and operators from both sides should be invited to confer 
together and give the best estimate they can of a commercial future 
of the air and its effect on the routeing of passengers by both air and 
sea, Obviously both services should be under the same Ministry. 

GALLANTRY OF MERCHANT SEAMEN 

In conclusion, it has now become a custom to express our thanks 
to the officers and merchant seamen ; but a custom on such a theme 
loses none of its appeal to the hearts and minds of the general publie 
of this country. Our seamen have run much greater risks in this wat 
than in that which terminated a quarter of a century ago. Happily, 
in recent weeks the risks have diminished, but they none the less 
exist, and I hope we shall always remember them as day by day and 
night by night they face these dangers so bravely and unflinchingly, 
and that our thoughts for their welfare will continue in times of peace 
as well as in times of war. 

It is a great pleasure to me in inform you that decorations have 
been awarded to twenty of our sea-going staff, and that three have 
received commendation. These figures do not include the awards 
to the personnel of our associated fleets managed by our subsidiary 
companies, who have received fifty-seven decorations and thirty-one 
commendations. Our staffs at home and abroad in a necessarily less 
spectacular manner have also efficiently carried out their duties, 
and I would like to thank them also for their contribution to the 
results that we are to-day submitting to you. 


It has been our usual custom for this resolution to be seconded by © 


our deputy chairman, Mr. Ernest H. Murrant, but as he is still out 
of the country on national service, I am going to ask Mr, Robert B. 
Burnett to second the resolution. ; 
The resolutions for the adoption of the balance-sheet and report 
and the payment of a dividend of 6 per cent., less income tax, on 
Ordinary stock, were carried unanimously. 
The Report and accounts were unanimously adopted. 





[Although the report on this page is published as an advertisement 
care has been taken to ensure, in so far as is possible, that it is fait 
and accurate.} 
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